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Update On Return To Learn  

By Amya White  

Getting students and teachers together in the buildings for face to face learning has 

been one of the Marlboro School Board of Education’s priorities this summer. Thursday, 

September 17th, the Board approved Superintendent Micheal Brooks’s plan to open 

school for in-person hybrid learning on October 6th. This means that students will 

attend school Tuesday-Friday, every other day. The middle and high schools will run a 

nine period day. Over 30% of the District’s students have chosen to remain at home to 

attend school virtually. 

New safety procedures, equipment, and protocols have been implemented to make the 

buildings as safe as possible. Mr. Brooks reminded everyone to recognize how big a 

challenge this has been and to be patient; the staff is working hard to adjust procedures 

because they want the best for all students.  

The students who are strictly attending Online 

Academy will join google meets where the teacher is 

live-streaming from the classroom. There have been 

some changes made to the buildings since March; Mr. 

Brooks spoke about new technology being introduced 

to classrooms to help improve student learning. For 

example, teachers were given webcams to help with 

the quality of their streaming for Google Meets that 

will be used to teach whoever is home on a given day.  

Along with school reopening, he spoke about Section IX athletics working hard to 

ensure that students have the opportunity to participate in sports. Pre-season training 

will begin on October 6th for the winter season. The sports cleared will start their 

season November 30th, including Basketball, Cheerleading, Boys Swimming, Winter 

Track and Wrestling. Football, Cheerleading, Soccer, Girl’s Tennis, Cross Country, 

Volleyball, and Girl’s Swimming will start their season March 1st. Spring sports are to 

begin April 1st, including Baseball, Softball, Boys Tennis, and Spring Track. 

In addition, the Vision 2020 Capital Project renovations are underway with replacement 

of the track and football fields underway at the High School. Updates and the full 

“Return to Learn Plan” are posted on the MSCD website.  

 

https://ny24000063.schoolwires.net/domain/980
https://ny24000063.schoolwires.net/domain/1039


Coronavirus & Learning 

 

By Sarah-Lynn Gilles  

     and Glavanah Dumas 

The coronavirus affected the lives of many 

families, students, and communities. 

Marlboro dealt with the rapid growth of 

cases in New York State, which caused a 

stay at home order that left a traumatic 

impact on us all. Students experienced 

virtual learning that affected academic 

performance and impacted how they choose 

to move forward this school year.  

As surveyed, twelve out of twenty-four 

students from MHS found that online school 

positively impacted their scores. Most of this 

group responded that working online allowed 

them to feel more relaxed in the comfort of 

their own home; the virtual environment 

gave them a chance to learn in a whole new 

way that improved their mental health. One 

student revealed that being home made her 

feel more accountable for her school work 

and personal responsibilities, and believes 

that it is the safest decision to remain fully 

online this fall. 

The other twelve students surveyed found 

virtual learning very hard. They lacked focus 

and had difficulty staying on task. Internet 

and computer issues compounded their 

learning problems. They reminisce on past 

years, wishing nothing had changed. Seniors 

especially feel devastated about losing their 

last year at Marlboro High School.  

It is evident that the coronavirus has an 

effect on students' performance level and 

relationships, as well as the way they choose 

to move forward while the health danger of 

COVID-19 remains. 

Senior Season 
By Tamar-Lynn Jean 

It is officially senior year for the Class of 

2021! We finally made it. A year of fun, 

when we’ll make our most significant 

memories. Our turn to participate in 

powderpuff, prom, senior skip day, visit 

Disney with our friends, and take 

college tours. These are the fun-filled 

days we looked forward to since our 

middle school graduation. 

Unfortunately, these may not happen.  

On March 11, 2020, the U.S. officially 

declared COVID-19 a pandemic, 

cutting our junior year short, finishing 

school online. Many of us expected 

everything to return to normal at 

summer’s end, but that wasn’t the 

case. As seniors, our final first day of 

school was via Google Meet. Football 

games… canceled. Volleyball games… 

canceled. Drama club… unknown. 

Cross country… postponed. College 

tours, online or limited. We have been 

stripped of the once in a lifetime 

opportunity of our senior year.  

“Well, some of you are going back to 

school,” I overheard, but it isn’t the 

same with so many students choosing 

to learn remotely, and the remaining 

students attending in two groups. 

Senior Breanna Marshall, 18, said, 

“I yearn for the day when everything is 

normal again. I was really looking 

forward to being a senior and now, it is 

all gone.”  

The State has moved all fall sports to 

the beginning of the spring season. 

Thankfully, the school year has just 

begun, and maybe, just maybe, we will 

be able to enjoy the end of the year. 

 



The Environment 2020 

By Emma Elizondo 

As the Coronavirus put everyone in lock down, air pollution dropped to unexpected levels 

across the world. As people stayed indoors, the environment benefitted. More animals were 

out on the streets and smog-filled skies cleared. Due to less air pollution the India Gate 

War Memorial in New Delhi became visible; there was less smog in Jakarta; and air quality 

improved in Manila and Beijing, all due to fewer cars and trucks, and decreased factory 

emissions. Despite the rare glimpses of beauty, scientists warn against celebrating any 

short-term benefits of reduced air pollution, as levels will rebound once global restrictions 

lift. 

Climate change remains a very 

real and present problem. This 

year has seen a record high 

number of hurricanes and 

devastating wildfires. The most 

destructive, Hurricane Laura 

made landfall in Louisiana as a 

Category 4 storm, and tied with 

the 1856 Last Island Hurricane 

as the strongest storm to make 

landfall in Louisiana. Officials 

called the damage from Laura 

“catastrophic.”   At least 30 people died in the U.S. as a result, including five in  ©ArcGIS StoryMaps 

Texas and 25 in Louisiana. The storm is estimated to have caused between $8-12 billion in 

total damages.  

Wildfires negatively affected the environment this year. Over 19,000 firefighters continued 

to battle 27 major wildfires in California, as well as one extended attack wildfire. There 

have been over 7,900 wildfires that have burned over 3.5 million acres in California alone. 

Since August 15, when California’s fire activity elevated, there have been 26 fatalities and 

over 5,800 structures destroyed. One California wildfire was sparked by carelessness at a 

gender reveal party. 

Qualifications to Register to Vote 

Be a United States citizen; 18 years old (you may pre-register at 16 or 17 but cannot vote until you are 18); resident of NY 
state and the county, city or village for at least 30 days before the election; not claim the right to vote elsewhere. You have 
until October 9th to register! 

 



Operation Safety Net 

 

Saving Children of Human Trafficking 

By Abby Schaffer  

The U.S. Marshals Service worked with local partners in Ohio during the past months to 

recover missing children. There were approximately 200 children missing in Northeast 

Ohio, but Operation Safety Net was determined to change that. The sting operation, led by 

U.S. Marshals with help from local law enforcement, aimed to find missing children, many 

of whom are victims of human trafficking. They recovered an estimated 35 missing children 

between the ages of 13 and 18 as of September 21, 2020. A little over 20% of the recovered 

children were tied to human trafficking cases. Five of the 40 missing cases reported to the 

Marshals task force remain open. U.S. Marshal Pete Elliot stated, “A number of these 

children have gone to the hospital after we’ve recovered them to get checked out. So, this is 

something we take very seriously.”  

Elliot stated that Operation Safety Net will continue every year. In Georgia, Marshals 

recovered 39 missing children whose ages range from 3 to 17. Out of those 39 children, 15 

were victims of human trafficking. Arrested were nine suspects tied to the kidnapping and 

trafficking. The U.S. Marshals had great success thus far and will continue to search for 

and rescue missing children.  

 

The U.S. Marshals Service was the first federal law enforcement agency in the 

United States, starting in 1789. Some of their duties include: protecting the federal 

judiciary, apprehending federal fugitives, managing and selling seized assets acquired by 

criminals through illegal activities, housing and 

transporting federal prisoners and operating the Witness 

Security or Witness Protection Program.  

The U.S. Marshals also support the National Center for 

Missing and Exploited Children’s (NCMEC) mission to 

protect children from victimization by providing 

assistance to federal, local and state law enforcement 

agencies. The U.S. Marshals have helped recover 1,507 

missing children since the beginning of their partnership 

with NCMEC in 2005. The Justice for Victims of 

Trafficking Act of 2015 strengthened the authority of the 

U.S. Marshals when assisting federal, state and local law enforcement with the recovery 

of missing, endangered or abducted children. The Marshals also established a Missing 

Child Unit to oversee the implementation of its strengthened authority under the act, and 

have made great strides in recovering missing and exploited children.  



Crisis at the US-Mexico Border 
By Deni Menendez 

Refugees seeking safety in the United States amass at the border, but the ability to seek asylum is 

nearly impossible under the current executive orders. Violence, brutal gangs, and extreme poverty 

led thousands of children and families to flee the Northern Triangle of Central America, which 

includes El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. Many are in refugee camps in Mexico in horrid 

conditions. 

In July 2019, a policy was passed which limited Central American migrant’s ability to seek asylum. 

The US signed this policy with Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, and requires migrants on 

their way to the US to apply for protection in their native country first. If they fail to do so, US 

immigration authorities will send them back. At the end of 2019, over 49,000 migrants were 

returned, with the number increasing. The Northern Triangle countries have high rates of crime and 

instability. Due to the danger of returning to their own countries, most refugees remain in Mexico, 

which is not prepared to handle the influx of people seeking refuge. 

Another rule implemented known as the “Remain in Mexico” 

policy allows US border officers to return asylum seekers to 

dangerous, crime-ridden locations in Mexico as their claims are 

adjudicated or decided in US immigration courts. Nearly all are 

without legal assistance. As of November 2019, over 57,000 

asylum seekers, including 16,000 children (about 500  were 

under 12 months old) have been sent to await trial in Mexico. 

They are put in a “sea of tents, makeshift bathrooms, and 

tangled clotheslines,” according to Priscilla Alvarez, from CNN. 

Their trial times range from 2-5 years, some even longer due to 

the lack of lawyers working pro bono, taking unpaid cases.   

People in the asylum waiting process need assistance in finding work, health care, and other 

services. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, of Connecticut stated, “We have created here an unbelievable outrage 

against humanity,” referencing the harsh conditions. Some of the camps for unaccompanied 

children, lack of water, food, sanitation, hygiene, and healthcare. Children have sickened and died. 

Due to COVID-19, the border is closed temporarily to non-essential travel; therefore, no asylum will 

be granted, creating potentially disastrous hotspots for COVID-19 outbreaks in overcrowded camps. 

Additionally, the U.S. asylum shutdown is creating huge pressures on Mexico’s underfunded 

asylum system. This problem has no quick fix.  

Awareness of this crisis allows for new ideas and help. Donations to organizations that provide aid 

can alleviate pain and suffering. Organizations include www.savethechildren.org and ACLU (The 

American Civil Liberties Union), Border Angels, The Florence Project, Freedom for Immigrants, KIND 

(Kids In Need Of Defense), Project Corazon, RAICES (The Refugee and Immigrant Center for 

Education and Legal Services), and the Texas Civil Rights Project. 

http://www.savethechildren.org/


Brain Busters 

By Ryan Crosby 

● Use the ciphers or decoders provided to solve the puzzles.   

● All puzzles have a mix of the two ciphers provided below.  

● Some puzzle topics are based on current events, but not all.  

● Try not to use the internet (that would be cheating). 

 

Vigenére cipher (decoder 1) - uses the key to switch between different alphabets using the 

square provided.  For example row C column E using the cipher encodes as letter G. 

 
Caesar cipher (decoder 2)- requires you to count back three letters. For example: Letter Z 

in the alphabet would decode as W.  This is 3 letters back in our standard alphabet. 

 

1. fqxyyuiltvl wfcw kjn 

hint: Obama Era legislation that President Trump and Vice President Biden 

mentioned in the first presidential debate. 
2. Btdnmcwpk  

hint: Only you  can prevent___? 

3. lpfnll wpnohf uljdf  

hint: A potential cause of one wildfire in CA trending 

4. Qzgz  

hint: A rollercoaster has these thrilling tracks 

5. Use the italicised/colored letters to form a cypher and crack the puzzle. 

hint: Mountain Dew variety 

Answers can be found on the next page, below the poem. 



                             Men in the Box 

 

Chained up   mouth taped   eyes blindfolded  

Stuck in a room   the size of a time out corner   

Door locked   secure as if he killed the president   

Sweat drips from every pore  

Eyes see just a little but they seek more  

Mouth muffles     hands shake   

Thoughts run as if they weren't the only candidate  

He can't shout    he can't run  

He can’t depend upon what he thinks or feels  

He wonders   nevermind he has given up.  

 

There's a second man in the box 

But his circumstances are different  though restricted he can shout  

Door secure and ankles chained    he has no bail  

He talks to himself with intelligence as if he went to Yale  

To become a doctor he says 

He tries to speak again   but he gets cut off, 

 

A third voice speaks    your parents must be proud  

This man is free   unlike the other two  

He can roam    leave as he pleases 

The question is when  

He has what the others need    door wide open   

But his knees go weak,  

 

The second man asks    why not take your leave?    find truth? 

The answer    refused. 

Does he need motivation like power inside a fuse?   

 

The third man finally replied    why lie? 

The second awfully confused    say what?  

 

The third man speaks again   

Why should I leave    when  justice will never be received?  

When only ignorance abounds? 

 

Who is Naive? 

                                                                    - By Trinity Pagan  

 

 

Brain Buster Solutions: 

1. Affordable Care Act      2.  Wildfires      3.  Gender Reveal Party      4.  Loop      5. Livewire 

 


